THE  OLD  BIRD   DIES   GAME

fell "dead" into the pit and lay on the bottom,
death-like and motionless, face down, and the white
man cut the rope. Then the officer stood on the
edge of the pit and told all the villagers to look In at
the dead thief-murderer. It was nearly dark. Then
he said to the villagers "I will fill In the pit in the
night." When it was dark I untied the rope, ran to
the bush and the soldiers filled in the pit. All men
were pleased. The villagers were pleased, they got
the money. The soldiers were pleased I was not dead.
The officer was pleased as he liked Abubukr and
Abubukr was very very pleased as he wanted to live/
'Good-bye, Momadu Keffi/ I say for I too liked
Abubukr and had found his execution just but
difficult.

Shortly after arrival home I met Bellamy at the
old Empire.

'What did you do with that fellow Abubukr?'
I asked.

'Executed him of course/ he replied.
'Hah, hah, that's  good/ I said, 'have another
after that!   I saw him at ZunguraP

'Oh, I believe there was some business about the
rope being too long or something/ he replied, cbut I
was satisfied that the sentence had been carried out
in the spirit If not in the actual letter, and that the
villagers were impressed with British justice. After
all that was the real thing that mattered/
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